THE  PRODUCTIVE  FORCES
nature, they are rooted in the economic system and are
ultimately created and determined by the conditions
of production. In saying this, they have in view the
so-called superstructure, political opinions, philosophy,
science, etc. What they completely overlook is the fact
that, as we have seen, the human mind plays the decisive
part in the basis, in economics and production itself.
As soon as we become aware of this, the whole theory
crumbles, for the division into an economic basis and an
intellectual superstructure becomes untenable.
This proton pseudos has been caused by Marx. By
using the word " development " instead of " utilisation "
or some similar term, Marx has, consciously or uncon-
sciously, described the development of the productive
forces as if it were more or less automatic ; and he cer-
tainly intended to say that all other phenomena of
history, and particularly those which we call intellectual
or psychic phenomena, are determined by this more or
less automatic development.
Neither is it possible to interpret his doctrine in the
sense that the growth of civilisation should be parallel
to the development of the productive forces, or that their
discovery and utilisation should be the most important
fact in history. If that had been his meaning, his theory
would have to be discussed from an altogether different
point of view. It is no discovery that the differentiation
of social life and culture proceeds simultaneously with
the extension of man's power over the forces of nature;
we knew long ago that both developments are not only
parallel, but intertwined and inter-dependent. History
is the record of the continuous changes in men's relations
to each other and to nature as well as of their moral and
intellectual developments. The problem of which we
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